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The Taxidermist’s Cut inhabits the experience of a queer brown youth awakening sexually in a racist, 
anti-immigrant matrix. As an Indo-Caribbean, the queer-countried speaker is illegible as an “Indian” as 
well as an “American.” Haunted by his migration narrative, the speaker must survive a palimpsest of 
violence: violences enacted upon him both by himself and others. This is a collection of twisted love 
stories-as-slits that exposes the meat and bone of trauma and relief. Mohabir draws from source texts 
such as animal tracking guides and taxidermy manuals to highlight themes of discovery, preservation, 
and survival on all fronts. 
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He lies naked with another boy in a clearing  
of palmettos and sand pines. 
  
They touch each other 
with rabbit skin gloves. 
 
Today: the odium of salt and pheromones. 
To erase himself he rubs the ashes  
 
on his arms and chest. Outside an  
Eastern Cottontail hides three kits… 
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Praise for The Taxidermist’s Cut 
 
“Rajiv Mohabir’s debut collection is electric with fierce love… This new voice is primal, essential. It sings 
the song of how we came to be sitting here in ourselves, in our bodies as they are, among the ruins inside and 
out.”           —Brenda Shaughnessy 
 
“The result is tough, fierce, hurtful, and erotic, less outwardly enraged than painfully self-referential… 
VERDICT Overall, the conception is effective and the language beautifully urgent without excess. For 
readers looking for the next leading poet.”     —Library Journal 
 
“In his excellent debut, Mohabir exposes desire and inner turmoil through the measured incantations of a 
queer, Indian-American voice that refuses the burdens of a homophobic and racist world…Sensual and 
rhythmic, Mohabir's observational gifts evoke the strange and intimate…In between these twists and turns are 
masterful strokes of what W.E.B. DuBois would have described as the double consciousness of the 
minoritarian subject. Mohabir illuminates his own wounds, and as the reader watches him dresses and stitches 
those wounds”          —Publishers Weekly 
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Winner of the 2015 AWP Intro Journal Award 
and the 2014 Intro Prize in Poetry by Four Way 
Books, and recipient of a PEN/Heim 
Translation Fund Grant, Rajiv Mohabir 
received fellowships from Voices of Our 
Nation Arts Foundation, Kundiman, The Home 
School, and the American Institute of Indian 
Studies language program. His second book, 
The Cowherd’s Son won the 2015 Kundiman 
Prize. He received his MFA in Poetry and 
Translation from Queens College, CUNY 
where he was Editor in Chief of the Ozone 
Park Literary Journal. A PhD candidate at the 
University of Hawai‘i, he lives and teaches 
poetry and composition in Honolulu. 
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